
A Look Back at Recent Drafts by Tony Villiotti 
 

With the Super Bowl now behind us, attention will begin to turn to the NFL Draft that will take place 
beginning on April 26 and concluding on April 28. This is the first in a weekly series of articles by 
DRAFTMETRICS covering various aspects of the draft.  
 
This article takes a look back at the 10 most recent drafts (2002-2011) with DRAFTMETRICS offering its 
two cents on the winners and losers in those drafts. For the more recent drafts it is, of course, very 
premature to proclaim such winners and losers. (This doesn’t stop the draft experts from handing out 
draft grades the day after the draft.) In keeping with this presidential election year, though, 
DRAFTMETRICS will provide the “early returns” for each draft year.  
 
DRAFTMETRICS considered a number of factors in deciding on the winners and losers including: 
 

• The number and location (e.g., how many first round choices, etc.) of a team’s draft selections 
• The number of years a player played for the team that drafted him 
• The number of years a player started (a player is considered a starter in any season where he 

started at least eight games) for the team that drafted him 
• Post-season honors won by a player while playing for the team that drafted him 
• The number of games started for the team that drafted them by the draft class as a group  

 
For each year there is a separate table for the winners and the losers. The information contained in the 
tables will be the same for each year and for winners and losers and will contain the following 
information: 
 

• The name of the teams in each category, with the team with the best draft shown first in the 
winner’s table and the team with the worst draft shown first in the loser’s table 

• The number of draft selections made by a team in the first round, second round, third round 
and in total . 

• The number of career starts by that draft class for that team 
o For example, if Joe Smith was drafted by the 49ers in 2002 and during his career started 

20 games for the 49ers and 15 games for the Bears only the 20 games he started for the 
49ers would be included in this column for the 49ers 

• The number of starter years for that team 
o As mentioned above a starter year is defined to be the number of seasons a player 

starts eight or more games 
o As with career starts, the number of starter years shown is only those years starting for 

the team that drafted him  
 



2002 
 

The Winners 
 

Team 
Selections by Round Career 

Starts 
Starter 
Years The Good 

Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 All 

Eagles 1 2 1 8 302 20 
Draft produced 3 5-year starters in Brian Westbrook, 
Sheldon Brown and Lito Sheppard plus a 4-year 
starter in Michael Lewis 

Steelers 1 1 1 8 306 19 
Three 5-year starters in Kendall Simmons, Larry Foote 
and Bret Keisel plus contributors like Antwan Randle 
El and Chris Hope 

Texans 1 2 3 12 348 24 
Six rookies started in the Texans first year of 
competition. Only David Carr and Chester Pitts 
contributed for an extended period of time. 

Jaguars 1 1 1 9 276 18 John Henderson, David Garrard and Akin Ayodele 
were the main contributors from this draft 

Cowboys 1 2 1 9 263 17 
Andre Gurode and Roy Williams were the standouts 
from this draft and started for a combined total of 14 
years for the Cowboys 

Average for All NFL Teams 177 11  

 
 
 
The Losers 

Team 
Selections by Round Career 

Starts 
Starter 
Years The Bad 

Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 All 

Cards 1 1 2 8 64 4 #12 pick Wendell Bryant was a bust and 2nd round 
pick LeVar Fisher wasn’t much better. 

Redskins 1 1 2 10 77 4 1st and 2nd round picks Patrick Ramsey and Ladell 
Betts never progressed beyond backup roles 

Falcons 1 0 1 8 66 4 
The most productive player in the draft was 7th round 
pick Kevin Shaffer who started 3 seasons for the 
Falcons. 1st round pick TJ Duckett was a bust  

Rams 1 1 2 8 94 8 
1st round pick Robert Thomas and 2nd round pick 
Travis Fisher weren’t complete busts but were 
disappointing. Not much help in rest of draft 

Chiefs 1 1 0 5 77 5 
Fewer draft choices than most everyone but 1st round 
pick Ryan Sims (#6 in the draft) never lived up to 
expectations and 2nd and 4th picks were flops. 

Average for All NFL Teams 177 11  

 
 



2003 
 

The Winners 
 

Team 
Selections by Round Career 

Starts 
Starter 
Years The Good 

Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 All 

Cowboys 1 1 1 7 406 26 
Strong draft brought Terrance Newman, Bradie 
James and Jason Witten who have combined to start 
24 seasons for the Cowboys 

Cardinals 2 1 1 7 324 23 Quality draft produced Anquan Boldin, Bryant 
Johnson, Gerald Hayes and Reggie Wells 

Bears 2 1 1 12 390 23 
Centerpieces of the draft were 2nd round pick Charles 
Tillman and 3rd round pick Lance Briggs. 1st round pick 
Rex Grossman was disappointing but serviceable 

Patriots 1 2 0 10 352 22 
Had a 2nd round bust in Bethel Johnson but added Ty 
Warren in the 1st, Asante Samuel and Dan Koppen in 
the middle rounds and Eugene Wilson in the 2nd 

Ravens 2 0 1 11 301 20 
Terrell Suggs and Jarret Johnson, two mainstays of 
the Ravens quality defense, were added in this draft. 
Kyle Boller, though, was pretty much a bust in the 1st. 

Average for all NFL teams 199 13  

 
 
 
 
The Losers 
 

Team Selections by Round Career 
Starts 

Starter 
Years The Bad 

Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 All 

Broncos 1 1 0 10 50 3 
Three-year starter George Foster, picked in the 1st, 
was pretty much the only thing the Broncos got from 
this draft 

Titans 1 1 1 6 60 2 
The Titans struck out in both the 1st and 2nd rounds, 
taking Andre Woolfolk and Tyrone Calico who 
combined for a total of 19 NFL starts 

Eagles 1 1 1 6 65 5 1st rounder Jerome McDougle was a complete bust 
(after trading up to get him). 

Bucs 0 1 1 6 72 5 No 1st rounder, but got very little out of 2nd rounder 
DeWayne White and 3rd rounder Chris Sims 

Browns 1 1 1 7 96 6 
The Browns traded 1st round pick Jeff Faine after he 
started for two seasons. Very modest help from the 
rest of the draft 

Average for all NFL teams 199 13  

 
 



2004 
 

The Winners 
 

Team 
Selections by Round Career 

Starts 
Starter 
Years The Good 

Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 All 

Cardinals 1 1 1 7 421 30 
A homerun draft for the Cards. Larry Fitzgerald in 1st; 
Karlos Dansby in the 2nd; Darnell Dockett in the 3rd; 
Antonio Smith in the 5th. 

Chargers 1 1 2 11 326 22 

On the same level as the Cards when you consider 
that Eli Manning was drafted and turned into Philip 
Rivers (and not included in the numbers). Also 
grabbed Igor Olshansky, Nate Kaeding, Nick 
Hardwick, Shaun Phillips and Michael Turner. 

Jaguars 1 2 1 10 311 20 
1st round pick Reggie Williams was a disappointment 
but added such players as Darryl Smith, Greg Jones, 
and Ernest Wilford later in the draft  

Panthers 1 1 1 6 284 19 
Chris Gamble, Travelle Wharton and Keary Colbert 
were the principal draft acquisitions. Nothing 
spectacular but solid 

Saints 1 2 0 6 254 18 Will Smith was the headliner but the Saints also 
added Devery Henderson and Mike Karney 

Average for all NFL Teams 181 12  

  
 
 
 
The Losers 
 

Team 
Selections by Round Career 

Starts 
Starter 
Years The Bad 

Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 All 

Ravens 0 1 1 7 39 2 
No 1st round pick but essentially got nothing out of 
this draft. 2nd round pick Dwan Edwards was 
serviceable but left in free agency 

Eagles 1 0 1 10 75 5 
The Eagles got 3 starting years from 1st round pick 
Shawn Andrews but little from the rest of the draft 
and Andews burned out quickly 

Bucs 1 0 1 8 83 7 
1st round pick Michael Clayton was a starter in 5 of 
his 6 years with the Bucs but not much else was in 
this draft 

Browns 1 1 0 6 88 6 
The Browns traded away their #1 pick, Kellen 
Winslow, after 4 tumultuous seasons. 2nd round pick 
Sean Jones started for 3 seasons before being lost 

Cowboys 0 2 1 8 99 5 

No 1st round pick but 2 2nd round picks. Julius Jones 
was effective for a brief time. Jacob Rogers, the other 
#2 pick, was hurt early and never was a factor. 3rd 
rounder Stephen Peterman flopped with the 
Cowboys but went on to become a starter for the 
Lions 

Average for all NFL Teams 181 12  

 



2005 
 

The Winners 
 

Team 
Selections by Round Career 

Starts 
Starter 
Years The Good 

Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 All 

Cowboys 2 1 1 8 384 24 
A great defensive draft with DeMarcus Ware,  Marcus 
Spears and Jay Ratliff. Chris Canty also started for a 
few years and Marion Barber had his moments 

Titans 1 1 2 11 373 24 
A meat and potatoes draft as they added Michael 
Roos, David Stewart and Bo Scaife. Pacman Jones 
adds a “what could have been” element to this draft 

Eagles 1 2 1 11 362 24 Another team with a solid draft, bringing on Mike 
Patterson, Trent Cole and Todd Herremans 

49ers 1 1 1 11 315 21 
This draft is looking a lot better with Alex Smith’s 
2011 season. Frank Gore is still the best selection in a 
draft that also included David Baas and Adam Snyder 

Patriots 1 0 2 7 280 20 
Two offensive linemen led the way for the Pats with 
Logan Mankins and Nick Kaczur. Ellis Hobbs and 
James Sanders also came out of this draft 

Average for all NFL Teams 174 11  

  
 
 
The Losers 
 

Team 
Selections by Round Career 

Starts 
Starter 
Years The Bad 

Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 All 

Lions 1 1 1 6 34 0 
Pretty much zero help from this draft. Mike Williams 
was a complete bust while Shaun Cody didn’t do 
much for the Lions but then went on to start for the 
Texans 

Vikings 2 1 1 7 54 5 
Two 1st round picks (Troy Williamson and Eramus 
James) produced nothing, while 2nd round pick 
Marcus Johnson got off to a fast start and then fell 
from sight 

Bills 0 1 1 6 40 2 
2nd round pick Roscoe Parrish is known most for his 
punt return ability. Not much help from the rest of 
the draft 

Broncos 0 1 2 6 62 3 
2nd round pick Darrent Williams’ life was cut short 
due to a shooting and 3rd rounder Karl Paymah had a 
mediocre career 

Bears 1 1 0 6 88 5 

Cedric Benson was flop as the #4 pick in the draft but 
has been successful with the Bengals. 2nd round pick 
Mark Bradley did not do much for the Bears. Kyle 
Orton contributed the most out of this draft and he 
only started for two seasons 

Average for all NFL Teams 174 11  

 



2006 
 
The Winners 
 

Team 
Selections by Round Career 

Starts 
Starter 
Years The Good 

Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 All 

Texans 1 1 2 7 351 22 
The Texans nabbed four starters in Mario Williams, 
DeMeco Ryans, Eric Winston and Owen Daniels. All 
but Winston started as rookies 

Packers 1 2 2 12 353 23 
The Packers drafted AJ Hawk, Greg Jennings and 
Darryn Colledge. Johnny Jolly and Jason Spitz also 
contributed for a few years 

Saints 1 1 0 8 303 21 

The Saints draft yielded Reggie Bush, Marques 
Colston, Jahri Evans and Roman Harper. They also 
drafted Rob Ninkovich who did nothing for the Saints 
but who went on to New England and starts 

Jets 2 1 2 10 271 16 
The Jets added D’Brickasaw Ferguson and Nick 
Mangold, two anchors of their offensive line from day 
one.  

49ers 2 0 1 9 259 17 
Vernon Davis came to the 49ers in this draft along 
with Parys Haralson. Manny Lawson started for 3 
seasons before moving on 

Average for all NFL Teams 183 12  

 
 
  
 
The Losers 
 

Team 
Selections by Round Career 

Starts 
Starter 
Years The Bad 

Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 All 

Falcons 0 1 1 5 27 0 
No 1st rounder and no help anywhere in the draft. 2nd 
round pick Jimmy Williams and 3rd round pick Jerious 
Norwood combined for 13 NFL starts 

Cowboys 1 1 1 8 34 2 
1st round pick Bobby Carpenter was a major flop. 2nd 
round pick Anthony Fasano was traded after two 
seasons. 3rd round pick Jason Hatcher showed signs 
of life in 2011 

Patriots 1 1 1 10 35 1 
Only Stephen Gostowski saved this draft class. Both 
their 1st and 2nd round picks (Laurence Maroney and 
Chad Jackson) were busts 

Dolphins 1 0 1 6 29 2 Neither 1st round pick Jason Allen nor 2nd round pick 
John Beck had any impact with the Dolphins 

Rams 1 1 3 10 97 6 
1st round pick Tye Hill wasn’t a complete bust, but 
close to it. 2nd round pick Joe Klopfenstein started his 
first three seasons then faded away. None of the 3 3rd 
round picks started a game 

Average for all NFL Teams 183 12  

 



2007 
 
The Winners 
 

Team 
Selections by Round Career 

Starts 
Starter 
Years The Good 

Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 All 

49ers 2 0 2 9 237 16 
The 49ers drafted one great player in Patrick Willis 
and a handful of good ones in Joe Staley, Ray 
McDonald, Dashon Goldson and Tarell Brown. 

Falcons 1 2 1 11 213 14 

The Falcons 2007 draft will probably lose some of its 
luster over time as several players such as Chris 
Houston and Jamaal Anderson started their first 
three seasons and are now gone. Justin Blalock 
stands out as the top pick in this class 

Bucs 1 2 1 10 176 12 
A promising draft class that includes Geno Hayes, 
Tanard Jackson and Quincy Black. Still some 
questions on the overall strength of the class. 

Steelers 1 1 1 8 176 12 

Lawrence Timmons and LeMarr Woodley are two 
standouts in this draft class. William Gay earned a 
starting job but it remains to be seen if he will be 
with the Steelers in 2012 

Ravens 1 0 2 7 184 13 
Marshall Yanda and Ben Grubbs were two 
outstanding linemen in this draft class. Le’Ron 
McClain was also a contributor but is gone from the 
Ravens  

Average for all NFL teams 132 8  

  
 
The Losers 
 

Team 
Selections by Round Career 

Starts 
Starter 
Years The Bad Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 All 

Patriots 1 0 0 9 40 3 
1st round pick Brandon Meriweather got off to a good 
start but fell out of favor and was cut. Very little help 
from elsewhere in the draft class 

Rams 1 1 1 8 65 4 

1st round pick Adam Carriker was traded after two 
seasons. 2nd round pick Brian Leonard is a situational 
player who was traded. 3rd round pick Jonathan 
Wade was disappointing and is gone 

Saints 1 0 2 7 79 5 
1st round pick Robert Meachem contributes but has 
yet to really step up. 3rd round picks Usama Young 
and Andy Alleman were flops. 4th rounder Jermon 
Bushrod has been the best of this class 

Broncos 1 1 1 4 70 5 
Very few picks may make it unfair to rank them this 
low but 1st round pick Jarvis Moss and 2nd round pick 
Tim Crowder made virtually no contribution and both 
are gone 

Colts 1 1 2 9 95 6 
1st round pick Anthony Gonzalez has been hampered 
by injury and has not made much of an impact. 2nd 
round selection Tony Ugoh started his first two 
seasons but then departed. 

Average for all NFL teams 132 8  



2008 
 
The Winners 
 

Team 
Selections by Round Career 

Starts 
Starter 
Years The Good 

Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 All 

Chiefs 2 1 3 12 308 19 
The Chiefs first three picks have been starters in each 
of their four seasons. Jamal Charles, their 4th pick, 
seemed poised to be one of the top RBs in the league 
but was injured early in 2011 

Falcons 2 1 3 11 243 14 
1st round pick Matt Ryan and 2nd round pick Curtis 
Lofton are the leaders of the draft class. Another 1st 
rounder in Sam Baker started early but his days as a 
starter may be numbered.  

Saints 1 1 0 6 155 11 The Saints scored big with Carl Nicks, Sedrick Ellis and 
Tracy Porter 

Bears 1 1 2 12 172 11 
The Bears perked up their offense with skill players 
Matt Forte and Johnny Knox and lineman Chris 
Williams 

Dolphins 1 2 1 9 169 11 The Dolphins added All-Pro Jake Long and Kendall 
Langford 

Average of all NFL Teams 121 7  

   
 
 
The Losers 
 

Team 
Selections by Round Career 

Starts 
Starter 
Years The Bad 

Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 All 

Steelers 1 1 1 7 49 3 The Steelers added Rashard Mendenhall in the 1st 
round  but virtually nobody else has contributed 

Jaguars 1 1 0 5 39 2 
Derrick Harvey (1st round) and Quentin Groves (2nd 
round) were both disappointing and both are now 
gone 

Jets 2 0 0 6 68 4 
The Jets were 1 of 2 on 1st round choices with Vernon 
Gholston being a complete bust and Dustin Keller 
working out just fine. 

Average of all NFL Teams 121 7  

There were no clear candidates for the 4th and 5th slots, so they were omitted intentionally 



2009 
 
The Winners 
 

Team 
Selections by Round Career 

Starts 
Starter 
Years The Good 

Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 All 

Lions 2 1 2 10 168 12 Matt Stafford, Brandon Pettigrew Louis Delmas and 
DeAndre Levy have been day one starters 

Jaguars 1 1 2 9 185 11 
Eugene Monroe, Terrance Knighton and Mike 
Thomas are all off to promising starts to their pro 
careers.  

Bills 2 2 0 8 139 10 
Andy Levitre, Eric Wood and Jairus Byrd were day one 
starters.  The black mark on this class is Aaron 
Maybin, though he did okay with the Jets 

Texans 1 1 1 8 138 7 
1st round pick Brian Cushing leads a strong defensive 
class that included 2nd round pick Connor Barwin, 
who came into his own in 2011, and 4th round pick 
Glover Quin 

Vikings 1 1 1 5 124 8 1st round pick Percy Harvin and 2nd round pick Phil 
Loadholt lead this small draft class.  

Average for all NFL Teams 86 5  

  
 
 
The Losers 
 

Team 
Selections by Round Career 

Starts 
Starter 
Years The Bad 

Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 All 

Cowboys 0 0 2 12 13 0 
The Cowboys didn’t have a 1st or 2nd rounder and 
neither 3rd rounder worked out. Quantity took a 
beating from quality in this draft class. 

Cards 1 1 1 8 49 3 Beanie Wells is the principal hope to raise the rating 
of this draft class.  

Falcons 1 1 1 8 52 2 1st round pick Peria Jerry has been a major flop so far 

49ers 1 0 1 7 44 3 
1st round choice Michael Crabtree has started 40 of 
the 44 games started by this draft class. Not much 
help for Crabtree has surfaced yet 

Chiefs 1 0 1 8 47 2 Not much help from anyone other than 1st round pick 
Tyson Jackson. 

Average for all NFL Teams 86 5  

 
 



2010 
 
The Winners 

Team 
Selections by Round Career 

Starts 
Starter 
Years The Good 

Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 All 

Broncos 2 1 2 9 105 7 

Two solid linemen in JD Walton and Zane Beadles. If 
1st  rounder Tebow continues to develop and 
continue his rapport with 3rd rounder Eric Decker and 
1st rounder Demaryious Thomas this could be a great 
class.  

Patriots 1 3 1 12 109 7 

TEs Rob Gronkowski and Aaron Hernandez lead this 
class. 1st round pick Devin McCourty was a day one 
starter. 2nd rounder Jermaine Cunningham and 
Brandon Spikes can also be long-term contributors. 
Plus, they added a punter in Zoltan Mesko. 

Bucs 1 2 1 9 111 7 
1st round pick Gerald McCoy looks solid, as do both 
2nd picks (Brian Price and Arrelious Benn). Throw in 
4th round pick Mike Williams and you have a solid 
quartet.  

Chiefs 1 2 2 7 90 5 

The Chiefs could have the sleeper draft of the group. 
Eric Berry and Tony Moeaki both missed 2011 after 
starting as rookies. Add Kendrick Lewis and Jon 
Asamoah and you have the makings of a good draft 
class. 

49ers 2 1 1 8 91 5 
1st round picks Anthony Davis and Mike Iupati started 
as rookies while Navorro Bowman earned a starting 
position and All Pro honors in his sophomore season  

Average for all NFL Teams 59 4  

  
The Losers 
 

Team 
Selections by Round Career 

Starts 
Starter 
Years The Bad 

Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 All 

Vikings 0 2 0 8 23 0 
Neither of their 2nd round picks (Toby Gerhard and 
Chris Cook) have made an impact yet. No one else 
from the draft class has stepped up either 

Bills 1 1 1 9 28 1 
1st round pick CJ Spiller didn’t contribute much as a 
rookie but did come on in his 2nd season. None of the 
other selections has made much of an impression yet. 

Jets 1 1 0 4 22 1 
1st round pick Kyle Wilson as started some games but 
has yet to lay claim to a starting position. No one else 
out of this small draft class has stepped up either 

Saints 1 1 1 6 33 1 3rd round pick Jimmy Graham is the only from this 
class to step up so far 

Giants 1 1 1 7 30 2 

This draft class got off to a slow start with no one 
starting any games as a rookie. 1st round pick Jason 
Pierre-Paul elevated his game to All Pro status in his 
2nd season and 2nd round pick Linval Joseph also 
earned a starting spot so this class is almost certain 
to look better as time progresses 

Average for all NFL Teams 59 4  



2011 
The Winners 

 

Team 
Selections by Round Career 

Starts 
Starter 
Years The Good 

Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 All 

Browns 1 2 0 8 66 4 

The Browns had four rookies start in 2011 including 
1st round pick Phil Taylor, 2nd round picks Jabaal 
Sheard and Greg Little and 5th round pick Jason 
Pinkston 

Broncos 1 2 1 9 52 3 
1st round pick Von Miller led this draft class with 2nd 
round pick Orlando Franklin and 4th round pick 
Quinton Carter also starting 

Eagles 1 1 1 11 46 3 
A pair of 6th round picks (Brian Rolle and Jason Kelce) 
surprised by winning starting jobs along with 1st 
round pick Danny Watkins 

Bucs 1 1 1 8 45 3 
Three rookies earned starting jobs including 1st round 
pick Adrian Clayborn, 3rd round pick Mason Foster 
and 4th round pick Luke Stocker 

Seahawks 1 0 1 9 41 4 
1st round pick James Carpenter, 3rd round pick James 
Moffitt, 4th round pick KJ Wright and 5th round pick 
Richard Sherman all earned starting positions 

Average for All NFL Teams 27 2  

  
 
The Losers 
 

Team 
Selections by Round Career 

Starts 
Starter 
Years The Bad Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 All 

Packers 1 1 1 10 3 0 Just too tough to earn a starting job with the 
defending Super Bowl champs 

Giants 1 1 1 8 7 0 
1st round pick Prince Amukamara got hurt in training 
camp and 6th round pick Greg Jones started the most 
games of any rookie 

49ers 1 1 1 10 9 1 
1st round pick Aldon Smith didn’t start but was used 
extensively in pass rush situations. 7th round pick 
Bruce Miller was the only rookie to start at least 8 
games 

Lions 1 2 0 5 9 1 
2nd round pick Titus Young was the only rookie to 
earn a starting role. 1st round pick Nick Fairley 
suffered a foot injury that bothered him all season 

Bears 1 1 1 5 11 1 

3rd round pick Christopher Conte was the only draft 
choice that earned a starting job. 1st round pick Gabe 
Carimi suffered an injury in week 2 that sidelined him 
for the season  

Average for All NFL Teams 27 2  

 


